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idleness   would   otherwise   have   brought   on   him.
Another story told by Mahipati runs as follows :—
When Kabir grew up, he married.    His wife
bore him a son, Kamal.    Fifteen years or so later,
a band of pilgrims came to visit Kabir.   There was,
however, no food in the house.    Kabir and Kamal,
sooner than send the holy men away hungry, went
to a grocer's shop and with a crowbar made a hole
in   the   wall.    Kamal went inside   and passed out
through   the   hole   grain   and   rice,   molasses   and
vegetables.   The grocer woke up and caught Kamal
by the legs, as he was trying to wriggle back through
the hole.    Kabir to prevent discovery and at the
boy's own wish cut Kamal's head off.    Then he
went home with the food and gave the pilgrims an
. excellent dinner.   Next day the grocer took Kamal s
headless body to the king, who had it impaled; but
at night Kabir took down the body, put back the
head and Kamal once more came to life.
Ramanand was the great Hindu teacher of the
time and Kabir wished to become his pupil. Kabir
thought to himself, 'He who has no spiritual teacher
is like a lifeless corpse or a childless house or a
partridge on a moonless night.' Ramanand refused
to take Kabir as a pupil, because he was a Musul-
man. Kabir dug a hole near Ramanand's hermitage
and hid in it. Before dawn Ramanand went to
bathe in the Ganges. As he went, he stumbled
over Kabir and cried 'Ram ! Ram !'. Kabir sprang
up and declared that Ramanand had accepted him as
his pupil. After some hesitation Ramanand did so.
There were many who objected to this Musulman-
Hindu saint and to pay him out, his enemies sent
letters to all the anchorites of India—to Hardwar,

